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AN EXPLORATORY STUDY OF THE SOCIO-
ECONOMIC STRUCTURE OF THE DILIMAN
COMMUNITY

By Fe ‘Rodriguez Arcinas

About thirty minutes ride from Quiapo, northeast of Manila, is the
Diliman Community. Part of the mostly undeveloped 493 hectare Univer-
sity site, the whole area is a portion of the Quezon City plateau to the
west of the Marikina Valley. Although the University of the Philippines
has this.big area for its site, the campus area at present is much smaller,
The Diliman community itself has a total area of about one hundred
and fifty hectares. - ST ' '

Instead of a fdirly compact district, one finds the Diliman community,
as of today, a wide scattering of settlement areas, bounded on two sides
by man-made barriers. On the north side there is adobe stone wall be-
hind the former Conservatory of Music -building; and on the west side
there is wire fence separating the AGRD area from the Signal Corps camp.
Its eastern boundary is marked by a section of the Balara Road. On
the south side is a Metropolitan Water District pipeline. Surrounding
the community is 2 number of barrios—Coliat, the Balara Filters and Park,
Pansol, Baranka, Barrio Quirino, Kruz na Ligas, East Diliman, Mahabang
Gubat and Bago Bantay. The total population of these surrounding barrios
has been estumated to be about a thousand.! There is reason to assume
some change since that time. .

At the time the study was made, the Diliman community consisted
of clusters of residences around a large quadrangle. This approximated
geographical center of the community is a rectangular piece of territory
bounded by acacia-shaded asphalt roads with college buildings and dor-.
mitories symmetrically arranged around the rectangle. Portions outside of
it ‘are occasionally dotted with green well-tended motinds which constitute
the nine-hole golf course. As if to form'.a broad phalanx, the various.

" areas composed of residences and boarding houses are found behind the

several college buildings.. These groups of homes,” (nine in number from

.. the’ Mango Grove in the north- through to Areas:1, 2; 3, and 5 towards
-+ the ‘east -and then southward through Area 11, “The Stockade,” thence
*"Area 14, 17 and 'and AGRD Laborers’ Section towards a westerly di-

rection)}, form in that order a horseshoe with the Mango Grove and the

~ AGRD Laborers® Section as the two ends. Landmarks within this arrange-
ment are the old, unchanged, and slightly weather-beaten chapel, the two -

. new uncompleted chapels, six dormitories for women and two for men,

* the principal college buildings (the Administration, the Carillon, Engineer-

ing, Law, Library, Education and Liberal Arts). . Little Quiapo is the
commercial center, the “downtown” area which contributes a share of
residents—the storekeepers who live right behind or above their respective
stores—to the community’s population. - -

1Data from Census of the Diliman community taken in 1951, an unpui:h'shcd
Document secured from the office of the University Registror, :
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Tagalog & English ....... 16 English ................... 1
Tagalog ................ 3 Cebuzno .................. 1
Cebuano & English ...... 2 Pangasinan ............... 1
Pampango & English ... .. 1 Samarenc & Tagalog ...... 1
Ilongo & Engiish ........ 1 Cebuano & Tagalog ....... 1
Ilocano & Eaglish ....... 2 . —
. Total .................. 30

In this community almost everybody goes or has gone to school and
expects the same of others. This is understandable in a community which
has a University offering a kindergarten-to-college degree curriculum,
manned by able, highly qualified faculty. In the same neighborhood are
two private schools, the Ateneo de Manila and the Maryknoll- College.
~*" For the children whose parents cannot afford the U.P. Elementary tuition

. fees (P17.00 - P45 per term), there is the Balara Elementary School (tuition
"~ — P7 per term.) :

... . Jobs lucrative enough to distract the younger population from school

are’ non-existent. Such minor jobs as selling newspapers, shining shoes,
-, running errands could well be done outside of school hours.

"~ . The result of all these factors is to raise the general litéracy rate way

. "".above that of the Philippines as a whole. Of the persons aged “ten and

over, 87.8 per cent in Diliman are able to read, write, while the country’s
percentage is only 48.8 percent.b ' o

TasLe I
GRADE STUDY OF THE DILIMAN POPULATION ¢

Age ] Elementary | Secondary |  College
: -Groups 1121341516171 ]213] 4] 1] 2] 3] 4
. .20-24 |Of1]0|315)16(4(6]|6]9({10{2939|54}76
oo 1025229 0({2;1:72i3:513;2]21{5{6!9f 711155
-:30 - 34 0j214 1521114 ]1'[.5( 2] 4] 0/54
7+ 35-39 J0|3f0)1[2 2542 12| 5] 1] 2} 3{27.
.= 40-44-|0]0f0107110]411]210]5]0] 0f 0/23"
“) .45-49  |0]j067O0}1i0j:0({0]12|2}0] 4| 0ol 3/70j21
--50-54" 10101110300 {0}24141[1] 0f 1] 0727
55-59 fojo0j1jofojoft1}j2}l01l0] 1] o0]OOf®9
. 60-64 |ojoj0jJ0jO0O|O0jO0J0]0]0}| 0] Ol O} O} 8
65 & over [0{0{0[0]O|JOjOjO]O{0} O] 0f 0f 0] 2

. #1951 Diliman Census

~ The gainfully employed population consists of 41 per” cent of all

° members of the community: 57.7 per cent of which are males and 46.3
" per cent, females$ E - T

o Jobs range from the professional occupation of the highest level to
the unskilled manual laborers. Notwithstanding the wide variety of jobs,

5 Philippine Social Trends, Manila Bureau of Printing, 195
S Diliman Census, cp. cit. ° "e, 1950, p. 37.
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i v exceptions, they are all derived
e rectly. . Go ly, many of these

however, are not

imited since,
directly or indirectly. Consequent

4 Limited. University employees,

The distribution of the gainfully ¢m;$10yed is as follows:

. . Tame 2" _ .
‘ STRIBU £ DILIMAN COMMUNIT
OCCUPA’OI'IONAI;. DISTRIBUTIONAIN THE ambers Perce%t;ges
ccupations » , v
Professional Occupations .. .. - Beeseereeiens 177
Managerial Occupations (Administrative e 199
- officials of the lower 1evel? R A o 388
Office Workers ..o ieoeisteess Lm0 o
Skilled WOTKETS ..« ooeivmnrnvmemssresoe™r 0 e
"Semi-skilled Workers: .. ... EERRE e R g
Unskilled Workers ~.......- R AR ban 1908
“Domestic Help_ PP | | 0

‘¢ Diliman Census, o[‘o.:cit. |
The i)xﬁfessiéhals are distributed as follows:
» o h '  TaBLE 3.

OF PROFﬁSSIONAL EMPLOYMENT IN THE

bISTRIBUTION

. DILIMAN COMMUNITY * ber percontage
Professional Emplc.wy.ment : ' Nur;‘t3 e 0_57%0
A. Adminisuaﬁve Offxcxxa.l‘s s e 1o e
B. Academic Per;onnel'.' ............ RS
1. Professors, Associate & ' 3.40%
Assistant Professors ...... 53-- 3.40,0
- . Tnstructors ..acieeaeiiene (:i,1 -0'06-
3. Research Assistants ...... - -0‘06 .
4. Elem." School. Principals- .. ; 1006 _ |
©. 5. Teachers 12' : " 0s2
" Q. Other Professionals .. c.ocaeesonsin
- 1. Engineers .. ....cooocornes g:gllf;%
0. Lawyers .ooeee-ssrrecrer 2o
3. Physicians ~..L.-.ceneers 2_0211
4. Dentists ..cecrncrests 2
-5, Nurses ..imineesesrreres 1.O..OS
6. Painter .....ceecseiiient

e Diliman census.
explained by the Diur e
'The 46.3 per c& ) f the 28 wives interviewed,
. st inds i however, show that of the <4  Th
Theonly v\"mu:fax'es mgm?nhfxll&l’y employed; five being qmversﬁty f;ml:l}lzye:;ouldex:

elajghnful work of the household chores which fa Y o imated
?x&ge remainder of the womenfolk should not be underes .
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ﬂle three ty pCS Of busu. 1ess concerns in Dl man are t - nmversit
. . sye I.
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x Vi Vi Lna, n prl\'at(’. estabiishment y
(l alciena, a d B S.
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Because of the in: i
; ( sufficiency of dormiter -
accepting boarders to be a lucraytive busin:.:; ries, many families have found

 Interviewed have boardersRand two have lodgers. One family has as
: 3 4 Rates range f
B4eloyx Is a list of rates charged by é;am.ggsm infff\.’?gwég.PIO0.00 monthly.
No of Families |
Charging Such Rates

— (The' 2 boarders with this
family are relatives.) -

--------------
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‘addiﬁou:ﬁarg’afgzﬁmcﬁ he. il ehickens, goats, and pigeons provide
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a payi Y, WO hope to make poultty rais;
o ying P:O;J;gzzmtxi.o Th;n Other. Seven are content with Pﬁﬁeﬂi\gﬁ
Pampanga nets hig n o of ags olege instructar's piggery i
an average of P300 a month, Occasiomf ﬁdr?jog;

PHILIPPINE SOCIOLOGICAL REVIEW

"".‘.f" R CPNERTR SRV

oyt

oy

A
e

o
i

AP o e b T

o s S L T N UR,

iy

A i

i .. .
s X ol

-, the children of other families .are. graduall

NOVEMBER, 1955 = - Page 33
{as one may call radio or opera singing by a college instructor or radio
repair by an auto mechanic), yield as much as P150. additional. Some
Diliman families are farm landowners as indicated by seven of the thirty
interviewed. .Two of the seven earn P1,000 a year from the farms, one
gets P350, one, P300, one, P150, and another P50. :
Apartment of houses in Manila are leased out by five of the thirty
interviewed and income derived ranges from P40 to P300 monthly.

Social Classes:™ ..~
It is generally accepted that no society is classless, but disagreement
exists as to “how sharp class distinction should be and on the minimum
number of people which is neéded to constitute a separate category.”? -
_The criteria by which one judges the -class membership of his fellowmen
‘are numerous and varied. They différ with prevailing values and operative
social forces. - Thus, some societies stress wealth, standard of living and

family background, while others would emphasize education and intellectual o

superiority or 'inferiority.  Somie éocieties may use a combination of several

-of these factors.” Although as has been. mentioned, they usually do not give- )

equal importance to-all of them. -

. 7. In the Diliman' community where the organized social a;ctivit‘ies.cﬁ,t‘ e
across all class lines, detection of the presence of social classes is no -easy.

task.’ Social distance between the extreme classes is, however, considerable.-
The lower class members of the ‘community are painfully aware that, so-
cially, they cannot be in the same level with the upper class members who
have superior education, expensive clothes, cars, better furnished homes,
better food, family prestige, and higher incomes. There has been no in-
stance, at least among the thirty sample families, of intermarriage between
the two groups, The lower class members marry other lower class mem-
bers. Upper class members, if they marry within the community, marry
within the middle class and upper class levels. For children, however,

- class lines appear to be much less sharply drawn. For small children

there are-almost no distinctions, and ideas of how they are ‘to deal with

through the home and other influences.

y implanted in' their minds

ms; of ; articular social groups run

Distinct divisions' of Diliman families into p

.... along the following lines: family income, University positions,. type and
" location of dwellings, education, and the possession of prestige objects

- fluence is also an important determining factor, but it is one which is

(cars, modern furnishings, electrical appliances and the like).

quite difficult to trace. For our purpose, we can see the emergence of

- three general types of families which we can designate as the upper
' class, the . middle class, and the lower class.

The upper class families have

annual incomes ranging from P12,000 to £20,000. They live in the most .

- desirable housing area of the community, and they hold important Uni-

versity administrative positions. Such prestige objects as modern furnish-
ings, cars, electrical appliances and the like are the characteristic possession

of such families. The middle class exhibits a wide range of characteristics; . -

7 Hunt, Coller, Corpus, Guia}ag & Nelson, Elementary Sociology University
of the Philippines, Quezon City, First Edition, 1953, p. 127. :

.
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{as one may call radio or opera singing by a college instructor or radio
repair by an auto mechanic), vield as much as P150. additional. Some
Dirliman families are farm landowners as indicated by seven of the thirty
interviewed. Two of the seven earn P1,000 a year from the farms, one
gets P350, one, P300, one, P150, and another P50." '

Apartment of houses in Manila are leased out by five of the thirty
interviewed and income derived ranges from P40 to P300 monthly. -

Social Classes: . ) : ] :
It is generally accepted that no society is .classless, but disagreement
exists as to “how sharp class distinction should be and on the minimum

number of people which is needed to constitute a separate category.”? -
The criteria by which ore. judges the class membership of his fellowmen °
are numerous and varied. They differ with prevailing values and operative -

social forces. Thus, some societies stress wealth, standard of living and”

family background, while’ others would emphasize education and intellectual

superiority or inferiority. Some societies may use a’ combination of several
of these factors.” Although as has been mentioned, they usually do not give
equal importance to all of them. -~ - ST

In the Diliman community where the organized social activities cut
across all class lines, "detection of the presence of social classes is no easy

task. Social distance between the extreme classes is," however, considerable.

The lower class members -of the community are painfully aware -that, so-
cially, they cannot.be in the same level with the upper class members who
have superior education, expensive clothes, cars, better furnished homes,
better food, family prestige, and higher incomes. There has been no in-
stance, at least among the thirty sample families, of interrnarriage between
the two groups, The lower class members marry other lower class mem-
bers. Upper class members, if they marry within the community, marry
_within the middle class and upper class levels. For children, however,
class lines appear to be much less sharply drawn. For small children
there are almost no distinctions, and ideas of how they are to deal with

the children of other families are gradually "implanted in' their minds
. through the home and other .influences. -

Distinct divisions of Diliman families into particular social groups Tun

- along the following lines: family income, University positions, type and

Jocation of dwellings,. education, and the possession of prestige -objects
“(cars, modern furnishings, electrical appliances and the like}.

quite difficult to trace.. For our purpose, we can see the emergence of

~ three general types of families which we can designate as the upper

class, the middle class, and the lower class. The upper class families have

annual incomes ranging from P12,000 to P20,000. They live in the most -

desirable housing area of the community, and they hold important Uni-
versity administrative positions. Such prestige objects as modern furnish-
ings, cars, electrical appliances and the like are the characteristic possession
of such families. The middle class exhibits a wide range of characteristics;

7 Hunt, Coller, Corpﬁ, Guiang & Nelson, "Elementary Sociology University
of the Philippines, Quezon City, First Edition, 1953, p. 127.

Family in- -
fluence is also an important determining factor, but it is one which is
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2,714.00 1,092.00 =
2,400.00 840.00 =
1,440.00 1,600.00 = 2,500 — 3,500
1,440.00 1,32000 =
1,920.00 400.00 =
11,620.00 600.00 =
©1,440.00 60.00 = 1,500 — 2,000
1,404.00 —— = 1,000 — 1,500

One’s social status can be more or less perceived just by knowing the

~ area he lives in. Thus, by the size, quality and appearance of the cottages
. in “King’s Row,” one can easily tell that here is where the upper stratum
" of the community resides. Formerly located in the present site of the-

U.P.-Liberal Arts Building was ‘“Mount Olympus” so called because like -

its classical counterpart, it was the abode of the “local gods.” The Dili-
man version was the residential location of the “elite” of the community.

Most of the “bottom group” are concentrated in two areas, about
three quarters of a kilometer apart — in Area 11 where a group of about

thirty families occupy make-shift huts and in the Laborers Section of the

Former AGRD. compound. In Area 11 is a small barbed wire-enclosed

space known as the “Stockade”.
late settlers of this area {Area 11) came to live.®
“Stockade” are generally smaller and of poorer quality than those Jocated

Parts of some of the houses here have the bare

in “Area 11 proper.”
In the Laborers Section AGRD, about seventy-six

It was in this particular place that the - .
Living ‘quarters in the ~ -

AR et

T

ground for a floor.
families are cramped in the galvanized iron-clad kaemalig (warehouse-like

structure)} which formeriy housed the voluminous records of the U.S.
“strongholds” of the community middle %
k!

Uniuersz'ty Incom .
e OQutside Income Total Income Bracket
Army. The other areas are the
class with an occasional family of both extreme classes interspersed. Each
In the deter-

P12,000.00 3
? 7.344.00 =
8,400. : = P16,000 —
300000 680000 — g5 OO0
S 6,000.00 480000 T . middle class area has its own advantages and shortcomings.
oo L 4,200.00 oo ’000 = 9,000 —" 12000 - " mination of the social structure of this community, home areas and occupa- :
UL 2a000p - o 200000 = ST LSRR " vional status ilies seem ly linked. L ] :
T A7,200.‘ S 6.600.00  — e T tional status of families st}gmAtq'be closgy linked. . - R )
4’200.80-' cee 0 1,200,000 == 2 ~ Such prestige objects as cars and electrical appliances (refnge:atox:s,
5’7'00‘08 . T 402000 = : electric. ranges, electric toasters, and electric irons) denote high status in .
g 2’700'00 S 7240000 e - T % ...... the community. The more of these conveniences one owns, the higher is
o T $9,28000 0 = 7.000 - "9600 : § ° " one’s social class rank. LI
S L 210000 ;’Iﬁggoo = ) ) g . Of the thu-ty families interviewed, three have automobiles. Its posses- ”
. 7,380.00 (912000 = ‘ . sion seems to be.the best line of distinguishing one class from the other.
. 3,600.00 ‘3 3;56& P : . - The two upper class families interviewed have cars; only one middle class
g,ggggg N % 00.00 : 5,306 T - family has ‘it.; 'No l.qwer family poss,esses t-his particular prestige ob;t.zct. ;
3.900.0 1,20000 == - . " —.- 7,000 . © - People living in the Laborers’ Section AGRD drink less milk an
4-’80 .00 1,800.00  — L coffee, eat less meat, fish, vegetables, but more rice per capita corynpared
4’ 0.00 600.00 . : - with those living in any other area of the community: The.l_aborers meal
2’%’8'38 48000 - © 4500— " is indeed a humble repast. Meat dishes among their families are rarely
3,600, 240000 4300— 5,500 served ,one reason being that the price of meat is considered prohibitive
2’700'88 360.00 - = T . (P2.50 to P3.00 a kilo), in relation to their incomes. Inevitably, they turn
1,20000 3,500 — 4"500 mtion ggmued from a S-ocioiogy II term paper‘ by Angelina Villanueva
: : entitled “Social Life in Area IL” :



Lost 7 -

e -7 . R . .
o '0‘"‘?‘%‘ R A B N SR e
ol 2 R s B e e TR T

: 37 SRR S e I :;:')‘11' ]

: i oo T T . : S . e {1 4‘ S i R o A ' : B . | ai

= ,Oﬂ : TR ) B A - ‘ Page 87 § ]

. . ’ NovaBER" 1955 - . N g » —-\gatj\’es ’. i\

" Page 36 PHILIPPINE SOCIOLOGICAL REVIEW [ ¢ individuals is 2 reflection of class prd“‘;s may i

. . ; t of indi . er i : .

. ki Differential treatmen d that while the upp .ount- A

. to vegetables of the ordinarv local variety, such as kangkong and camote in all societies. I‘t is g(?neral:t); izcigtfeﬁ, they are held .ss‘rlctl)“ st 2 Dite .

shoots as well as fishes of the small and cheap species. To compensate H enjoy certain privileges in c€ I e lower class people get t‘l ‘ . E,

for the lack of quality and varety, a proporuonateiy bigger consumption ;L‘ able in others. In the same theZs’ they have more to answer ol ¢ those R

of rice is resorted to. & e instances, 1n OtneIs =7 = ell as some ¥ . Syt

., easily in some . class as well as SOWRE — rthy bog

There are reasons for believing that with regards to preferential access i% ')In the Diliman community, the “xgg?;ges. Nonetheless, 1 9,‘ ‘;;eople F

to University opportunities, the upper and middle classes definitely have an 3 in the middle class do _have.sofne g)mmunity, it seems that ““Of hose EEEE

edge over those of the lower class. Of the non-faculty employees, only those E ! ¢ mention that in this particu ‘lir from exercising too many jost the I

who have been connected with the University for at least five years are ¢ gf this category restrain themslc vesin an ordinary community? Also, L
entitled to the privilege of being exempted from the payment of their chil- . - vileges, (unlike the upper ¢ 3% « of the community be deflat®ts 41

dren’s tuition fees (regardless of the number of children) in all the dif- . poviee™ t.0 i b

; allzeb them by e b the genti®’
high regard .ﬁtr?}fgir cf:du);t is sub]efct dio ssc::tzn{] :ive rSivatyg 0t N garded
i ] inistration of the J - art
sl -and adminis i  University o
) imr:g:heofﬁ;ht};\e intellectual leaders of the country

. y y ected g
W the Cudl : f“ hat » Vlll people Sa . 1S hlghl resp
'hereln e y V

ferent units of the University, (provided, of course, that children obtain
_ an average.of 75% or better for a normal load in the last semester attended).
" The members of the U.P. faculty and the administration personnel enjoy
the same privilege without the prerequisites of having to serve the Univer-
sity for a specified number of years. Although an apparent discrimination,

B s
P

g

ey iy

e A : ' the members of the | hreak up
i . and middle classes, © lass does mot P'Y

the difference finds some justification in the fact that the U.P, in an % - ]_:;ke ;]haf"ﬁ;m:;;k;-‘a;ﬂmugh this particular e(; taSSS Interviest lt&vhice
attempt to make up for the relatively low pay it gives to its faculty T vay 1{1 : subdivisions of water-tight comp ng the mer P18
~ members, has to offer this privilege to qualified faculty members. While ¢ into clear ’ ]

laborers, . clerks, janitors, carpenters, etc. are n

L 4 ;
lear s les revealed inferred atitudes 370 flnat to the

H istinctions 1
umerous, qualified- faculty . fourl disturbance sufficient to make th,ese flm}lr dlooks dowit AP Ma.bneg
> " b ] i <. .cause a disturban Isko’s family < pp member
me_mbexs‘ -are-not so easy to find. : S € uiface. Thus, for example, Ma?-lgas ‘only two sets of clothes Hﬂ\f‘ family
"~ 'The University basis for priority in the housing rights gives the most 'SGorio’,‘because the latteriémlzhoes on at the proper tume. \mﬂ;sbly, has
weight to salary and to the husband’s employment in the University. The N and their children do not ?:V:d - job although low paid i jo casual - >
- following table indicates privileges given primarily on thé basis of income & whose breadwixm?r'_has a ste o'zher f;mily whose breadwinne! -
and occupation. Since occupation and income are two items which are 3 a feeling of superiority OVer an ‘ ars to be
frequently used as criteria for social class, this table may be considered ji Jow-paid laborer. ~ - er, the major cleavage ﬂl"{;’ s on the oy
recognition of class differences by official University circles. This state- i In the Diliman community, howeV Closely allied middle cxship of
me.x:l is not made as a criticism since class privileges are reflected in most qg between the small upper class wi o:: on the other. The 6D
social groups.

Qrtuﬂifjes .
one ha.nd and t}le lo“’er CIa.SS gr ,P
3

r access to University 't}
-’ TaBLE 4

bl

\ . d the greate

- modemn convenience a0t two. , S gppsive pre-

' bRy P : - ' ' 5 ' ;I;ﬂect the wide gap between th(’: t::s ure among the most m‘i,;;ggv Sni-_
- . ... PRIORITY POINTS FOR HOUSING ASSIGNMENTS IN THE i " Cultural and intellectual activifes 8% (050 Ler e widesyTA g gios
o eeller o DILIMAN GOMMUNITYS L " gecupations ini Diliman. ReadiB & P Tare well attelitl, fy middle
S S, : Basis for Priority .~ . -7 . Poimts i il 5: ﬁ;%-sponsor?d Foncertff sge;fgv?gvfo}; most of the d?pligg fy the fact
e Ammualsalary s for each PLOOD or 4y provide ?tegxesxmiﬁmmﬁons in thi e hscribe or bilf MEHPeRC
ST ol . T .+ -7 . major fraction ¥ . classes who OWRL 52 L milies,-only fiftee! al to latrer :

o got!; izlusl;ang & wlee egrqplo%e;i in UP ... g IR M that of lthe éh::c?érs;magd operas do not have ;?\;%hméggemvej 4 fgreat many

0$§ w‘ilfse‘?mpf;;fdo?n Ullr’l """" iy Y r&g}‘xﬁ:rrzany families have had th;‘;.;gapr;es nila is 2

. e ests e e i ’ . R i " a
Unmarried children ...................... 1 each child others have not been out of the amunity from downtow!! population.
Length of service ............. SO ...l to start. with & 1 y The relative isolation of the SCEC “ime pursuits of m;; givic organ-
o : ‘ ' " for every subsequent I significant factor in modifying the participatior ¥ '
" 5 yrs. or major frac- : '

je-goers and
S to be'a dearth Pf movie-go== Kk .
- The.re sef);nsgreate'r Manila 1s praCUcan).' rul nysical s po'ﬂf) ;T& the first
. lzabOInS o the availability of If‘_acﬂmeé,m 1; Van 4 only di44108 el
In sp ial classes. For & I took £+ o
pular amon% ag gcl:reation Hall, \?owlmg. angd P‘;‘;laﬁvay pxpensive 10
. months of thé the other hand, golf is conside
L E})x'eSt:verage' Diliman resident.

- L tion. :
Relative weight given to faculty member and other University
employees. All other things being equal, faculty members
will be given priority. S :
Other points give credit for waiting
- made between temporary and

# University Houcing Committee

pericd and a distinction is
permanent employees.
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Three out of the nine residential areas in the community—Area 17,
Mango Grove, and the Laborers’ Section, AGRD—have formed organiza-
tions of their own. Important considerations in the formation of clubs in
these areas may be the physical remoteness from other areas and the relative
homogeneity of their respcctive populations. -

The community is obviously aware of the power of the vote. A high
percentage of the total qualified voters casts their ballots in the last two
-elections. Although ‘many of these are reputedly independent voters, the
reason behind the independence is not necessarily political issues, but quite
often personal considerations. There is no apparent political activity in
the community whether in the form of political organizations or poli-
tical campaign meetings. o . ) ) .

- - Campaign speeches have never been delivered in Diliman due perhaps

- to the fact that politicians are aware of the probable reception such

speeches will receive in this community. Only four out of the twenty-eight

housewives interviewed believe that the statements of facts made by the

~ candidates in their campaign spceches can be relied upon. One possible

reason for .the “allergy” of politicians to this area is the healthy respect

. they have for the intellectual level of the residents and the consequent

.-, fear of being put to task on the loose statements which are unavoidable

.. in_campaign speeches. Again, politicians may be of the impression that

" ‘the residents, being connected with the State University, are expected

‘to be non-partisans. For his part, the average Diliman inhabitant takes
for granted the absence of such campaign speeches in the community.

Except for the wall which marks the boundary of the U.P. campus
behind the former Conservatory building, one immediately notices the ab-
sence of high fences and tall forbidding walls in the Diliman community.
It is true that there are barbed-wire fences in certain areas but these arc
around the women’s dormitories and some are the remains of the enclosing
fences serving as a boundary line around the area which, until recently,
was occupied by an American community. Lawns of residences start right

.. from the street curb and erd at the very doorstep. As a result, children
. .-playing in the gardén, on the street or on the neighbor’s lawn are a common
“., sight, -~ Similarly, neighbors come to feel more free to drop in-for a chat
1 For éven more trivial ‘matters, one

" may shout across lawns. S o AN
=7 . A natural consequence of this personal relationship among the neigh-
- bors is the building up in the Diliman resident of a feeling of having com-
1hon interest with the neighbor. Thus, the neighbor’s safety and welfare

. are viewed as his own.” Mutual protection and concern are thereby de-

- veloped. oo o Ty

1% Since the residents of this community are of this attiude, the work of

" those in charge of the maintenance of peace and order is greatly relieved.
“The preservation of Diliman group sanctions and taboos which have solidi-
Hed into laws is secured not only through the force of public opinion but
also mainly through the efforts of an official enforcement agency, the
Uhiversity Security Guards. This corps, which also acts as the community
fire department, is paid out of the University funds. It consists of one
chief, three sergeants, three desk sergeants and thirty-one guards.
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i d that Diliman is not‘
iy foregmx;]i,r Philippine communities. Its inhabitants dxsp}la) '
f e Zﬁne traits and idiosyncracies as those of anyhot *xezri :

fundamen e t.thh ; lghilippines. Its distinguishing charactenistics sx;:, tae.:sm B
e er educati el Jevel and literacy rating, its greater response to \ este! "
e educazgiiican influence,—all these may be attributed to the exis
e

very differe

KN 3 : N < v, T a L ]
;" parUC.ulafg midst of a high institution of - learning, theb:)nq ﬁrs;tyma rg?nal . ;
{‘ en:tzil: éxtent the Diliman resident may be. said to b Pi’lt;lippine rginal ol
E? frfan in that he is neither wholly w1thm- the grasP S

nor is he totally \’Vestemize_d.
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